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of Empire no longer sufficed. They exposed the hypo-
crites themselves to the retort of serious and innocent
people: " Very well, then. If these were your motives,
give equal rights, protect the natives, Christianise the
Boers, wash them if you can." It is a retort against
which hypocrisy cannot long stand out. It proves
that a new standard of judgment is slowly forming in
the world. But for this new standard, where would
be the Congo agitation, or the movement against the
Portuguese cocoa slavery, or such sympathy as exists
with the Nationalists of India, Egypt, and Persia ?
When the doctrines of equal rights or even of moral and
material amelioration are assumed, honesty will at last
raise her protest and hypocrites be no longer allowed
to reap the harvest of a quiet lie.

It is an advance. As history counts time it is a
rapid advance. Now that Russia is reducing Finland
to a state of entire subjection without even a pre-
text of right or the shadow of a pretence at improved
civilisation, a general feeling of shame and loss per-
vades Europe. The governments do not move, but
here and there the peoples raise a protest. Not even
the most thorough-going champions of Imperialism,,
such as the Times, have ventured to defend the action.
They have contented themselves wife Cain's excuse
that the murder was no affair of ours. A century and
a half ago they would not have needed an excuse.
No protest would have been raised, for it did not matter
what nationality was enslaved. There is an advance,
and we have now to extend it. In regard to races
already subject, we have but to act up to the plead-
ings of our own hypocrisy; we have to maintain
among them equal justice, equal rights and equal con-
sideration as members of one great community, instead.